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Gusô Story by Cheryl Zimmerman  
 
E-mails were circulating within the Collie 
Rescue community about a 12-ish  Collie at 
a New Jersey Shelter.  He was dropped off 
by his owners without a name and in dire 
need of grooming.   While everyone 
wanted to help we all knew he would not 
have much of a chance to be adopted, his 
foster home would most likely be his For-
ever Home.   As we all scrambled to find a 
place for him, the Shelter was running out 
of room.  Kate Kleinert from Collie Rescue 
of SE PA decided we just couldnôt leave 
him there one more day and got in her car 
for the 3 hour drive to bring him to PA.  
My husband and I decided we would bring 
him to our home and would go from there.  
Well, he was just a messé..severely mat-
ted, nails completely overgrown, massive ear infections in both ears,  but it was love at first sight. 
     The first night at our house he went right to a bed and slept for almost 24 hours.  We really did 
not think he would be with us for very long and wanted to make his last days as wonderful as possi-
ble.  First order of business was he needed a name, not that it really mattered because he canôt 
hearé.or at least we think he canôt.  He doesnôt seem to have a problem hearing the can opener!   We 
wanted him to settle in for a few days before we got him groomed but oh myéwhenever he walked by 
we couldnôt help saying ñ Gosh You Stinkò  and thatôs how my husband came up with the name Gus.  
It just seems to fit him, kind of an old manôs name! 
     After his Spa Day, a gorgeous dog emerged and believe me, he knows heôs a handsome boy!  The 
groomer had to shave his belly and we discovered a large numbered tattoo, which we assume was 
from a breeder.   He just loves to be brushed and will push all the other dogs out of the way so he can 
be first.  Itôs amazing to watch how our two other Collies give him the respect and space he demands.  
The little Terrier on the other hand bugs him on a regular basis but Gus will put him right in his 
place!!  Gus has been part of our family since May, 2010 and now we just canôt imagine life without 
him.  
     Although he has severe arthritis he enjoys his walks around the yardé.he loves to smell the flow-
ers!   He gets so excited when the other dogs are running around chasing the soccer ballséHe thinks 
about joining in and then decides maybe heôll just go take a nap in the shade instead.   My Mom lives 
on a farm in West Virginia and itôs a trip we take a few times a year.  We decided to rent a cargo van 
and take all the dogs with uséjust couldnôt fit all four in the truck!  I was worried about Gus taking 
such a long trip but he settled right in and slept most of the way.  Our dogs love the farm and when 
we get on the dirt road all their heads pop up and they know we are at Grammys.  Gus was like a 
youngster again at the farméwalking down the road for a hike then back for all the treats he could 
get out of the kids.  Our family still talks about how young he seemed at the Farm, must have been all 
that clean country air!  
     We wish we would have known Gus in his younger day, but treasure all the moments we have had 
with him.  He has changed so much since he came here.  In the beginning it almost seemed as if he 
had given up but now he is always under foot especially when there is cooking going on.  He LOVES 
his bedébelieve me no other dog would dare sleep on his bed.  Whenever we all settle in for a night 
of TV, heôs front and center wanting to be pettedé.then itôs off again for a nap.  But he always wants 
to be with us now although he canôt make it up the stairs heôs always keeping an eye on where we are.  
Everyone who meets Gus loves himéI canôt tell you how many times we have heard ñ heôs just the 
perfect dog how could someone have dropped him off at a shelterò  I tell Gusôs story over and 
overé.he was no longer wanted just because he was old, I hope people are hearing me as we will all 
get old.  We feel honored to be his caregivers for as long as he is with us. 

http://www.collierescue


 

 A WORD FROM SAM.  

    Our last newsletter featured the story of Chien. The officers and board members had no doubt that our 
decision to help him was the right one. We also had little doubt that you, our family of supporters, would 
agree with that decision. The response from you was overwhelming. Your generosity has made it possible to 
maintain our mission of helping all Collies regardless of their issues. Our feature story in this newsletter is 
Gus. He may appear to have a completely different story than Chien, but when you think about it, it's not so 
different. Gus looked to us as Chien did as Collie Rescue being his only chance. Most of you don't hear 
about the many Gus's that come to Collie Rescue. I'm talking about the 10 year old plus Collies that are 
turned in because they got old. Most of them are adopted by Board members or a couple special families. 
We look at each other and say, who's turn is it ? These wonderful seniors spend there final months, some-
times years in a loving home. It can be very emotional to open your home to these special Collies. You first 
have tears of joy when you see how happy they are to be cared for, lay by your feet while you read or watch 
TV. Then tears of sadness when you give them their last kiss and say goodbye. If you can open your heart 
and home to a senior Collie or have any questions about doing it, please call us. 

Sam  

 Collie Rescue Moves to the 21 st  Century!!!  
 

   Although we went kicking and screaming, we finally have taken the step to on-line accounting.  Jeff  Kaliser, of the 
accounting firm Siegal & Drossner , has been doing our taxes for a number of years.  Jeff has been asking us to move 
to Quickbooks so that our accounting records would align. 
   When the software went on sale earlier this year, we took the plunge!  Buying and installing it was the easy part.  
Learning how to move in and out of it was another story.  Joanne Hartingh of Siegal & Drossner came to our rescue 
(no pun intended!)  Unlike our collies who are generally rescued only once, Joanne has rescued us time and again. 
   Donations are now moving more smoothly (and quickly) through the new system.  We apologize for any delays in 
processing donations over the last few months.  Things are under control now and we are almost  proficient in the new 
program!  Thanks Jeff and Joanne for all of your help!  
 

Looking for a good book to read or give as a gift? 
 

A Dogôs Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron 
A tail wagging, three hanky, delightful work of fiction told by the dog!  This one will stay with you long after the last 
page is turned.  

Chien, a follow up: 
   Many of you have been asking about Chien, wanting to know 
how he is doing and what progress he has made. We are very 
pleased to tell you that he is doing great! 

   After surgery he had his leg bandaged for 2 weeks (the next 
few weeks were spent wearing childrenôs pajama bottoms to 
keep him away from his incision) and his movement was re-
stricted for 8 weeks. He did well with restricted movement for 
the first few weeks but after that he was ready to go and we 
could tell he was getting frustrated. 

   The waiting and frustration paid off in the end though. At 8 
weeks he had his second series of x-rays taken and the doctor 
was extremely pleased with his progress, she was also impressed 
that he was already walking on it! Little did we know that when 
the doctors first looked at his leg, they really didnôt think he would be able to use it againðhence the rec-

ommendation for physical therapy . Due to his willingness to use the leg, he has not needed the ther-
apy. Itôs a little shorter than his other legs but that doesnôt seem to bother him. Chien is now run-
ning and playing with his numerous four legged brothers and sisters and has even attended a 
couple of Collie Rescue events. 

   We thank all of you, not only for your financial support, but also for your loving thoughts and 
prayers that have enabled Chienôs story to have such a successful and happy ending. 
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Winter Care for Canines (from www.akc.org)  

 

¶ Don't leave your dog outside in the cold for long periods of time. Wind chill makes days colder than actual tempera-

ture readings. Be attentive to your dog's body temperature, and limit its time outdoors. 

¶ Adequate shelter is a necessity. Keep your dog warm, dry and away from drafts. Tiles and uncarpeted areas may be-

come extremely cold, so make sure to place blankets and pads on floors in these areas. 

¶ Be extra careful when walking or playing with your dog near frozen lakes, rivers or ponds. Your dog could slip or 

jump in and get seriously injured. 

¶ Groom your dog regularly. Your dog needs a well-groomed coat to keep properly insulated. Short- or coarse-haired 

dogs may get extra cold, so consider a sweater or coat. Long-haired dogs should have excess hair around the toes and 

foot pads trimmed to ease snow removal and cleaning. If you do the trimming, take care not to cut the pads or other 

delicate area of the foot. 

¶ Feed your dog additional calories if it spends a lot of time outdoors or is a working animal. It takes more energy in 

the winter to keep body temperature regulated, so additional calories are necessary. 

¶ Towel or blow-dry your dog if it gets wet from rain or snow. It is important to dry and clean its paws, too. This helps  

avoid tiny cuts and cracked pads. A little petroleum jelly may soften the pads and prevent further cracking. 

¶ Don't leave your dog alone in a car. If the car engine is left on, the carbon monoxide will endanger your dog's 

life. If the engine is off, the temperature in the car will get too cold. 

 

 

Health Tips 

¶ Antifreeze, which often collects on driveways and roadways, is highly poisonous. Although it smells and tastes good 

to your dog, it can be lethal. 

¶ Rock salt, used to melt ice on sidewalks, may irritate footpads. Be sure to rinse and dry your dog's feet after a walk. 

¶ Provide plenty of fresh water. Your dog is just as likely to get dehydrated in the winter as in the summer. Snow is not  

a satisfactory substitute for water. 

¶ Frostbite is your dog's winter hazard. To prevent frostbite on its ears, tail and feet, don't leave your dog outdoors for  

too long. 

¶ Be very careful of supplemental heat sources. Fireplaces and portable heaters can severely burn your dog. Make sure  

all fireplaces have screens, and keep portable heaters out of reach. 

¶ Like people, dogs seem to be more susceptible to illness in the winter. Take your dog to a veterinarian if you see any  

suspicious symptoms. 

¶ Don't use over-the-counter medications on your dog without consulting a veterinarian. 

 

Holiday Safeguards 

¶ The holidays are not ideal for introducing a pet into your family. New puppies and dogs require extra attention and a  

stable environment, which the holiday season doesn't permit. Also, a puppy is not a toy or gift that can be returned.  

Instead, the AKC suggests giving a gift representative of the dog to come, such as a toy, a leash, or a bed. 

¶ Holly, mistletoe and poinsettia plants are pet poisons! Make sure they are kept in places your dog cannot reach. 

¶ Review holiday gifts for dogs to make sure they are safe. Items such as plastic toys and small rawhide sticks may be  

dangerous. 

¶ Remove holiday lights from lower branches of your tree. They may get very hot and burn dogs. 

¶ Watch out for electrical cords. Pets often try to chew them and may get badly shocked or electrocuted. Place wires 

out of reach. 

¶ Avoid using glass ornaments. They break easily and may cut a dog's feet and mouth. 

¶ Refrain from using edible ornaments. Your dog may knock the tree over in an attempt to eat them. Also, commercial  

ornaments may contain paint or toxins in the preservatives. 

¶ Whether your tree is live or artificial, both kinds of needles are sharp and indigestible. Don't leave your dog unat-

tended in the room with the tree. 

¶ Tinsel is dangerous for dogs. It may obstruct circulation and, if swallowed, block the intestines. 

¶ Alcohol and chocolate are toxic for dogs, even in small amounts. Keep unhealthy, sweet treats and seasonal goodies  

out of reach. 

¶ The holiday season is a stressful time for dogs. Try to keep a normal schedule during all the excitement. 
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Collie Rescue hosted its annual picnic at Peace Valley Park on Sun-
day, August 29, 2010 to celebrate 23 years of rescue.   
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 No greater loss, no better friend ...  
Our Condolences to...  

The Rainbow Bridge  

Just this side of heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge.  

When an animal dies that has been especially close to someone 

here, that pet goes to Rainbow Bridge. There are meadows 

and hills for all of our special friends so they can run and 

play together. There is plenty of food, water and sunshine, 

and our friends are warm and comfortable.  

 All the animals who had been ill and old are restored to 

health and vigor. Those who were hurt or maimed are made 

whole and strong again, just as we remember them in our 

dreams of days and times gone by. The animals are happy 

and content, except for one small thing; they each miss some-

one very special to them, who had to be left behind.  

They all run and play together, but the day comes when one 

suddenly stops and looks into the distance. His bright eyes are 

intent. His eager body quivers. Suddenly he begins to run 

from the group, flying over the green grass, his legs  

carrying him faster and faster.  

You have been spotted, and when you and your special friend 

finally meet, you cling together in joyous reunion, never to be 

parted again. The happy kisses rain upon your face; your 

hands again caress the beloved head, and you look once more 

into the trusting eyes of your pet, so long gone from your life 

but never absent from your heart.  

Then you cross Rainbow Bridge together....   

Author unknown...  
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 To Sam & Barb Freeman 

in their loss of Morgan   

 To The Haleõs in their loss 

of Ginger  

DID YOU KNOW? By Heidi Maugle  

 Did you know that some veterinary schools 
with accept pacemaker donations? I had read about 
it a couple of years ago but after my father-in-law 
recently passed away I decided to look into it in 
more depth. I sent an e-mail to the University of 
Pennsylvania Veterinary School and I was pleased 
to receive a reply telling me that the Cardiology Unit 
of the hospital does accept used pacemakers. I con-
tacted my mother-in-law and she in turn asked the 
funeral director to send the pacemaker to the hospi-
tal.  She was pleased that something good could 
come out of a sad situation. This was also new infor-
mation for the funeral director, as he had not had 
this request before and didnôt know it was a possible 
option. Itôs nice to know that now there is a dog that 
will have a new lease on life due to Popôs donated 
pacemaker.  

Should you be interested, the contact information is: 

 John Donges 

 School of Veterinary Medicine 

 3800 Spruce Street 

 Philadelphia, Pa 19104 

 To Bill Donohoe and Gail 

Morning in their loss of 

Rocky  

http://www.geocities.com/sheltieangels/
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Collie Rescueõs Recent Adoptions 
Weõre Happy to Report That All of the Following Collies Recently Found Their Forever Homes: 

Fiona who was recently adopted  

by Mary & John LaValley  

Dakota (aka Zach) who was recently 
adopted by Stacy Sundance  

Josh who was recently adopted  

by Robin & Barry Levan  

Gus who was recently adopted by 
Cheryl & Steve Zimmerman  

Chien who was recently adopted by 
Heidi & Dave Maugle  



 

Collie Rescue of Southeastern Pennsylvania, Inc. 

P. O. Box 493 

Ambler, PA  19002 

First Class 

Upcoming Events: We would love to see you at one of our upcoming events. Visit our website at 

www.collierescueofsepa.org for our 2010 calendar of events. 

 
 

Jake and  Sydney  (Lassie's  sister ) with human friends, Kerry and Rebecca, at the Keystone Collie 
Club Match -BarkToberFest at  Nockamixon State Park  on Sunday, October 3, 2010. Collie Rescue 
was invited by the KCC to show off some of our rescue dogs as part of the days events . 


