
 

    Did you know that there have been a number of famous 
people – that is, besides you and me ! – who have owned col-
lies? 

 

    In the 1860‟s Queen Victoria kept Collies at Balmoral Castle 
in Scotland, making the dogs very popular.  

 

    In truth the collie enjoyed widespread popularity long be-
fore Lassie became a superstar. In nineteenth century Amer-
ica, the collie rode the coattails of early breeder and enthusi-
ast J.P. Morgan, one of the era's richest men, to a place of dis-
tinction at many of the most prestigious American kennels. 

 

                            The Presidential Collies 

 

    “Blanco” was a white collie born on July 19, 1963, and regis-
tered as Leader Blair Jamie of Edlen. He was given to President and Mrs. Johnson in December 1963, a gift 
from a little girl in Illinois. Before leaving the White House, President and Mrs. Johnson gave Blanco to a doc-
tor and his wife in Kentucky. Blanco died in September 1974 of a heart attack.  

 

    Calvin Coolidge owned a number of collies – a sable named “Bessie”, a mahogany named “Ruby Rough” 
and white collies named “Rob Roy”, and “Prudence Prim”.  The whites were purchased after Coolidge saw 
them perform in the Ringling Brothers Circus.  Herbert Hoover owned “Glen”, a scotch collie, while in the 
White House. And Benjamin Harrison had a collie named “Dash”. 

 

And then there are the celebrities!   

 

    Elvis Presley owned a number of pets in his adult years as a re-
sult of never having a pet as a child.  His beloved collie, “Baba”, 
went with Elvis to Hollywood and appeared in the movie Paradise, 
Hawaiian Style in 1966. 

 

    Jim Reeves, the Coutry singer, so loved his collie “Cheyenne”, 
that she was buried beside him. 

 

    Elizabeth Taylor, who recently passed away, starred in the early 
Lassie movies. She was given one of Lassie‟s puppies after the first 
movie she starred in. Later in life she was quoted as saying “Many 
of my favorite leading men were dogs!” For her 60th birthday, she 
was presented with a puppy that was a descendent of Lassie.  
When she and Larry Fortensky divorced, Liz went to court to fight 
for custody of the puppy and of course, won! 

 

    And last but not least, did you know that during the First World 
War, the military attempted to train collies as protection and at-
tack dogs? More than 90% failed. They just wanted to be friendly!! 
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2012 will mark the 25th anniversary of Collie rescue of SEPA!  One of the changes we are 
working on is a brand new web-site. Our current web-site served us well in the past;  but, there 
is new technology that we should be taking advantage of.   
 
Instead of downloading forms and mailing them, you will now be able to fill them out and submit 
them right on the website. On-line donations can be made through PayPal and a full line of Col-
lie merchandise will be available to purchase. We also will have our newsletter on line. Our goal 
is to have it up and running by the Fall of this year. 
 
2012 also will bring the Collie Club of America National Collie Show to Reading, Pa. The event 
is held once a year throughout the U.S. The 2012 event will be in our back yard!  Our Rescue 
has been invited to have a booth and participate in the weeklong event. 
 
This show is the ñbest of the bestò in the Collie world.  Breeders from around the country com-
pete the entire week on a number of levels ï puppies, seniors, herding, etc. There will also be 
lots of vendors with plenty of Collie merchandise for sale. 
 
The show will be held in May of 2012 and runs seven days. Ticket prices, show times, direc-
tions and all other information will be made available in future newsletters and on our new web 
site.  Mark your calendars ï the show is well worth seeing! 
 
 
 

Donations from 2010  
 

 

Although we know you donôt contribute to the Collie Rescue just to see your name in print, it is 
important to us to acknowledge all that you do to keep us going.  The following donations were 
missed in our beginning-of-the-year Thank You issue. 
 

Ronald & Linda Bovasso 
Jack Boyle & Bruce Katzmire 
Rick & Denise Decina 
Charles & Patricia Haberstroh 
John & Barbara McVann 
William & Rosemarie Reddig 
David & Karen Smith 
Cathy Vellucci 
 

We are grateful for all your donations of money, time and talent! 
 
 

Sam 
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Collie Rescueõs Recent Adoptions 

Weõre Happy to Report That All of the Following Collies Recently Found Their Forever Homes: 

Luke  who was recently adopted  

by The Washnoch Family 

Yankee (on left with new pal Jesse) who was 

recently adopted  by The Sharrow‟s 

Baillie who was recently adopted  

by The Levin Family 

Sparky who was recently adopted  

by The Johnson Family 

 We thought you might appreciate an update on 
our sweet girl, Ellie Mae. She celebrated her 16th 
birthday a couple weeks ago and is still going 
strong!   Ellie joined our family more than 9 years 
ago in very poor health.  But with lots of love, 
patience and attention, she thrived -- and we 
have been grate- 
ful ever since. 
 

Ellie is the happiest, most loving and apprecia-
tive dog we have ever known.  Despite her diffi-
cult early years, she has learned to trust uncondi-
tionally, and finds joy in just 
„being‟. 
 

Ellie has brought immeasurable love to our lives;  
she is truly the gift that keeps on giving, and we 
continue to relish each and every day that we 
have together as a family. 

   

Ron and Karrie 

Ellie Mae at “Sweet 16”  



 

 No greater loss, no better friend ...  
Our Condolences to...  
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-To The Brownõs  

in their loss of Ben   

-To The Sharrowõs  

in their loss of Joey  

-To Heidi & Dave Maugle  

in their loss of Chelsea  
-To Cheryl & Steve Zimmerman  

in their loss of Gus  

-To Linda Myers  

in their loss of Chevelle  

-To Louise & Robert Matt  

in their loss of Arnie  



 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not handy in the kitchen?  How about donating a new toy for future 

raffle baskets instead of bringing dessert or a side dish??  Thanks!  
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Please let us know if you are able to join us on Sunday, August 28, by 

either returning the slip below to Collie Rescue, P. O. Box 493, Am-

bler, PA 19002, or e -mail us at collierescuesepa@yahoo.com  and let 

us know how many people and how many collies will be attending.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Names of those attending:          

             

 

How many people?           

 

How many collies?           

mailto:collierescuesepa@yahoo.com


 

Collie Rescue of Southeastern Pennsylvania, Inc. 

P. O. Box 493 

Ambler, PA  19002 

First Class 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

With a little training, man can become dog's best friend! 


